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1888, during which period over 200,000 Italian immigrants entered the 
country. Indeed, prior to the present century, actually more Italians 
entered Brazil than came to the United States. It was estimated in 
1910 that the Italian population of Brazil was a million and a half. 
The Italian immigrants were destined to play a large part in the change 
of sugar cultivation to that of coffee as the great crop of Brazil with the 
consequent shifting of the economic center of the country from the 
north to the south. It was they who furnished hands for the coffee 
plantations and became agricultural laborers. More Italians, we are 
told, engaged in agricultural work in Brazil than in any other country 
to which Italians have emigrated. Of them, the author says: 

When the best has been said, the experience of the immigrants on the fazendas 
has been one of broken hopes and vanished dreams. A great deal in production 
has been wrought, some planters — by no means all— have been enriched, but a 
narrow and stunted life, hedged about with worry, has been the reward of the 
mass of the cultivators. 

In 1907, out of 57,000 landed estates, some 9 per cent belonged to 
Italians, and in some regions, it is true that the best farms are owned 
by Italians. But the majority have not arisen out of the more humble 
condition of workers, and culturally, existence has been, in general, 
on a humble scale. 

In Brazil, as in other countries, Italians have worked at railway con- 
struction and at other work of a public nature, and as elsewhere have 
served to develop the country industrially. They have furnished 
also a merchant class, a competent artisan class, mill operatives, and 
workers at all the trades seen in a town or city. 

The work throughout has been written in a readable style, which at 
times becomes eloquent. There are two indices, one bibliographical 
and one general, the conveniences of which may be questioned, al- 
though the first allows the author to avoid a bibliographical appendix 
on authorities cited. 

James Alexander Robertson. 

Colombia. A Commercial and Industrial Handbook. By P. L. Bell, 
Trade Commissioner. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce, Special Agents Series, No. 206. (Wash- 
ington: Government Printing Office, 1921. Pp. 423. Illustrations. 
Map of Colombia. Index. Cloth. 70 cents.) 

The United States Government, through the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce, has undertaken to publish handbooks on 



768 THE HISPANIC AMERICAN HISTORICAL REVIEW 

various countries as an aid to the foreign trade of the United States 
These books are the result of personal investigation by trained observers. 

The handbook on Colombia is an admirable work, and fills a real 
need, for it gives in fairly brief compass, that economic information 
that is desired by importers and exporters, engineers, capitalists, and 
even teachers and students. To the last-named classes, indeed, it 
will be found indispensable. 

Mr. Bell, in his introduction treats of various incidental matters, 
including the following: general economic position of Colombia, past 
and present; European versus American trade with Colombia; lan- 
guage; currency, weights and measures; postage; and telegraphs, cables, 
and wireless service. In succeeding sections, he discusses Geography, 
topography, and climate; population and living conditions; govern- 
ment, education, and national finance; general conditions affecting 
national industries; forest products; mining; petroleum; cattle rais- 
ing; agriculture; domestic manufacturing; economic characteristics of 
nine commercial districts; transportation; foreign trade; customs tariff 
and import duties; trade-marke and patents; banks and banking; 
practice of handling bills of exchange with Colombia; insurance; com- 
mercial practices and requirements; aliens — naturalization, immigra- 
tion; and markets for specific classes of merchandise. In an appendix 
sections are given on shipping, packing, commercial travelers, and 
list of works published by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce on Colombia. The map is reproduced by permission of Rand 
McNally. 

Mr. Bell probably knows Colombia as intimately as any other citizen 
of the United States, and more intimately than most foreigners who 
have traveled in that country. Throughout his work, he has used 
discrimination as to what to include. The result has been a treatise 
that is alive and of use. 

James Alexander Robertson. 

Bolivia. A Commercial and Industrial Handbook. By William Lyte 
Schurz, Trade Commissioner. Department of Commerce, Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Special Agents Series, 
No. 280. (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1921. Pp. 
260. Illustrations. Map of Bolivia. Cloth. 65 cents.) 

Dr. Schurz, whose handbook on Paraguay was noticed recently in this 
Review, has compiled in the present work the best treatise on Bolivia 
yet written by a citizen of the United States. This is an authorita- 
tive work in which information never before collected in one single 



